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Dear Brothers, 
| have really enjoyed the series of study articles in the Watchtower August 15, 2005. 


Page 20 paragraph 3 quotes Exodus 34:33-35 that states “when Moses would go in before 
Jehovah to speak with him, he would take away the veil until his going out.” Why does the 
Watchtower include the words “[to the tabernacle]” since when Moses came down from Mount 
Sinai the tabernacle had not yet been set up? 


Exodus 35:1 begins with the word “Later” and then in verses 10 and 11 gives the instruction 
to build the tabernacle. It is not until chapter 40 verse 2 that we read about the tabernacle 
being set up “on the day of the first month, on the first of the month.” 


Are the events recorded in Exodus 34:33-35 recapping on what the situation was even after 
the tabernacle had been built, or do they actually refer to the occasions that Moses went in to 
his own tent which was being used as a temporary sanctuary? — See Exodus 33:7-11 and 
Insight on the Scriptures Volume 2 p.1085 (Tent of Meeting). 


Finally, | noticed that Exodus 34:33 states that Moses would put the veil over his face when 
he “would finish speaking with them”. Does this indicate that he removed the veil when he 
started speaking to Israel, allowing them to see the rays that emitted from his face? 


May | take this opportunity to send you my warm love and best wishes. 


Brother Paul Stoneham 
Matlock Congregation 
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EF September 29, 2005 


Mr P Stoneham 
Roblyn House 
Canterbury Terrace 
Wirksworth 
MATLOCK 

DE4 4DY 


Dear Brother Stoneham: 


Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2005, about the August 15, 2005, 
Watchtower article “Christians Reflect the Glory of Jehovah.” You wonder why, in quoting 
Exodus 34:34, the words “[to the tabernacle]” are inserted since the tabernacle had not yet 
been constructed. 


After Moses got to see a part of Jehovah’s glory his face emitted shining rays and 
continued to do so for some time afterward. Thus Exodus 34:34 may refer to the tent of 
Moses which served as a temporary tent or tabernacle of meeting, or to the permanent tent of 
worship that was set up later, or to both of these. The words inserted in Exodus 34:34 allow 
for all of these possibilities. The important point is that Moses uncovered his face when 
conversing with Jehovah. 


Similarly, verse 33 indicates that when speaking to the Israelites as God’s 
representative Moses removed the veil, thereby authenticating his message as being from 
Jehovah. At other times, when dealing with ordinary matters, he covered his face. 


We are enclosing some photocopied extracts from Bible commentaries by Matthew 
Henry and Charles Ellicott that provide some interesting comments on these verses and 
which you might find helpful. 


With this reply we send our warm love and Christian greetings. 


Your brothers, 


Wecivh Leerev OF, docisty 


OF BRITAIN 
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yunion with God, without interruption, forty 
mate, eaty pights ; and did not think it long ; when we 
weaty of an hour or two spent in attendance upon God, 
ion of him, we should think how many days and 
nt with him, and of the eternal diay we hope 
eae bin. During all this time, Moses did 
i Though he had, before, been kept so 
fa fasting ye id 's second time, take up so many 
: but believed that man lives not 
{ himself with the experience 
ng he continued without meat 
pably, without sleep too,) for, 1. The 
di him, th ed it; he who 
nsh it without ordinary means, which 
than meat. 2. ilis 
Go i | o that he did not 
neat to cat, wh d knew not of, 

d drink to heart 
tion his soul | 
made 
dd would tr 


we 
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, did indeed cut angels fi See what we 5 
» truest pleasure ; of God is not meat and 
, neither the plenty nor f that, but righteous- 
eace, and joy 
and Christ, fasted forty days and 
we are to the delights of sense, 
for the pleasures of heaven. 
“fhe coming down of Moses from the mount, greatly 
xl, and miraculously adorned. 
lecame down enriched with the best treasure, for he 
in his hands the two tables of the law, written with 
tof God, v. 28, 29. Jt is a great favour to have the 
us: this favour was showed to Israel, Ps. exlvii. 
. It is a great honour to be employed in delivering 
jaw to others ; this honour was done to Moses. 
He came down adorned with the best beauty ; for the 
Saf his fuce shone, v. 29. This time of his being in the 
nt, he heard only what he had heard before, but he saw 
of the glory of God, which having with open face beheld, 
jn some measure changed into the same age (oe 
"46 glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. ‘The last time, he came down 
2 mount with the glory of a magistrate, to frown upon 
ise Isracl’s idolatry ; now, with the glory of an an- 
tidings of peace and reconciliation. ‘Then he came 
, how with the spirit of meckness- Now this may 
vpon, (1.) Asa great honour done to Moses, that 
might never again question his mission, or think 
‘slightly of him. He carried his credentials in his 
‘gubtenance, which, some think, retained, as long as he 
8 remainders of this glory, which perhaps contri- 
6 the vigour of his old age; that eye could not wax 
seegag h had scen God, nor that face become wrinkled 
shone with his glory ; the Israelites could not look 
the face, but they must there read his commission ; 
was dune to the man whom the hing of kings did delight 
3 yet, after this, they murmured against him ; for 
sensible proofs will not of themselves conquer an 
infidelity. ‘The shining of Moses’s face was a great 
to him, yet that was no glory, in comparison with the 
: excelled ; we read of our Lord Jesus, nat only 
face shone as the sun, but his whole body also, for his 
aiahed white and glistering, Luke ix.29. But, when he 
“chide from the mount, he quite laid aside that glory, it 
ay fs will that we should walk by faith, not by sight. 
sees \verse also a great favour to the people, and an encou- 
to them, that God put this glory upon him who was 
Bax saa Uh thereby giving them assurance that he was 
Gi anh they through him. ‘Thus the advancement of 
: ay Advocate with the Father, is the great support of 
ith. (3.) It was the effect of his sight of God. Com- 
fon with God, [1.] Makes the face to shine in true honour. 
godliness puts a lustre upon a man’s countenance 
has commands esteem and affection. [2.] It should make 
- to shine in universal holiness ; when we have been 
= mount with God, we should let our light shine before 
eeeenly, meckness, and all the instances of a hea- 
— tion ; thus must the beauty of the Lord our God 
jeay ae ke she, beauty of holiness, that all we converse 
ets iv. 13 newledga of us, that wo have been with Jesus, 


; concerning the shini f Y 
Fon ining of Moses’s face, observe here, 
, That Moses was not aware of it himself 5 tes 29.) tle 


_—_———— 


EE 
The laws regarding the sabbath. 


wist not that the skin of his face shone. Thus, 1. It is the in- 
felicity of some, that their faces shine in true graces, and yet 
they do not know it, to take the comfort of it. Tieir friends 
sce much of God in them, but they themselves are ready to 
think they have no grace- 2. Itis the humility of others, that 
their faces shine in eminent gifts and usefulness, and yet they 
do not know it, to be puffed u with it; whatever beauty God 
puts upon us, we should still be filled with such an humble 
sense of our own unworthiness and manifold infirmities, as 
will make us even overlook and forget that which makes our 
faces shine. 

Secondly, That Aaron and the children of Israel saw it, and 
were ufruid, v- 30. ‘The truth of it was attested by a multitude 
of witnesses, who were also conscious of the terror of it. It 
not only dazzled their eyes, but struck such an awe upon 
them, as obliged them to retire; probably, they doubted whe- 
ther it were a token of Gou’'s favour, or cf his displeasure ; 
and though it seemed most likely to be a good omen, yet, 
being conscious of guilt, they feared the worst, especially re- 
membering the posture Moses found them in when he came 
last down from the mount. Holiness will command reverence : 
but the sense of sin makes men afraid of their friends, and 
even of that which really is a fayour to them. 

Thirdly, That Moses put a vail upon his face, when he per- 
ceived that it shone, v. 33, 35. 1. ‘This teaches us all a lesson 
of modesty and humility. We must be content to have our 
excellencies obscured, and a yail drawn over them, not covet- 
ing to make a fair show in the flesh. They that are truly de- 
sirous to be owned and accepted of God, will likewise desire 
not to be taken notice of or applauded by men, Qui bené latuit, 
bené virit—There is a laudable concealment. 2. It teaches 
ministers to accommodate themselves to the capacities of the 
poorle. and to preach to them as they are able to bear it. 

et all that art, and all that learning, be veiled, which tend 
to amusement rather than cilification ; and let the strong 
condescend to the infirmities of the weak. 3. ‘This vail signi- 
fied the darkness of that dispensation ; the ceremonial insti- 
tutions had in them much of Christ and the grace of the gos- 
pel, but a vail was drawn overt it, so that the children of 
Israel could not distinctly and stedfastly see those good things 
to come, which the law had the shadow of. Tt was beauty vailed; 
soe in the mine ; a pearl in the shell: but, thanks be to God, 

y the gospel life and immortality are brought to light, the 
vail ig taken away from off the Old ‘Testament ; yet still it 
remains upon the hearts of those who shut their eyes against 
the light. Thus the apostle expounds this passage, 2 Cor. 
iii. 13—15. 

Fourthly, That when he tent in before the Lord, to speak 
with him in the tabernacle of meeting, he put off the vail, v. 
34. Then there was no occasion for it, nd, before God, every 
man does and must appear unvailed ; for all things are naked 
and open before the eyes 0) him with whom we have to da, and it 
is folly for us to think o concealing or disguising any thing. 
Every vail must be thrown aside, when we come to present 
ourselves unto the Jord. This signified also, 2s it is explain- 
ed, (2 Cor. iii. 16.) that when a soul turns to the Lord, the 
vail shall be taken away, that with open face it may behold his 
glory. And when we shall come before the Lard in heaven, 
to be there for ever § eaking with him, the vail shall not only 
be taken off from the divine glory, but from our hearts and 
eyes, that we may sce as we are seen, and know as we are 


known. 
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been said and done upon Moses’ coming doton the first 
t, of the golden calf had not broken the measures, am 

1 lust, when with great difficully reconcilia- 

id'and done; ana that great affarr of the 


selling up of } t in + channel again, and 
Israel those insiruc- 


goes on now without ialerrup: 
y te observance. 1. 
contribution that 


tions, received Srom G 
9, 3. Concern- 


Concerning the sabbat: 
was to be made for the 
ing the forms of the tabernac i 0. 1O—19. IT. 
The people bring in their contributions, v- 20-29. JIL. The head- 
workmen are nominated, v. 30—39. 
1 ND Moses gathered all the congregation of 
the children of Israel together, and said unto 
them, These are the words which the Lorp hath 
commanded, that ye should do them. 2 Six days 
shall work be done; but on the seventh day there 
shall be to you an holy day, @ sabbath of rest to the 
Lorp: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put 
to death. 3 Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations upon the sabbath-day. 4 And Moses 
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Sabbath Observance Enjoined. EXODUS, XXXY. The People Invited to Offer. 


him, he took the vail off, until he came j* oh, 9: Tev.| among you an offering unto the Lorp: 
out. And he came out, and spake unto | Takei’ whosoever is of a willing heart, let 
the children of Israel that which he was | him bring it, an offering of the Lorn; 
commanded. 5) And the children of j gold, and silver, and brass, ® and blue, 
Jsrael saw the face of Muses, that the and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, 
skin of Moses’ face shone: and Moses and goats’ hair, “ and rams’ skins dyed 
put the vail upon his face again, until red, and badgers’ skins, and shittim 
he went in to speak with him. inten, wees. | wood, @and oil for the light, and spices 
for anointing oil, and for the sweet in- 
cense, (°) and onyx stones, and stones to 
be set for the ephod, and for the breast- 


CHAPTER XXXV.—"” And Moses 
gathered all the congregation of the 


2. . * . 7 - 

children of Israel together, and said plate. @%9 And every wise hearted 
unto them, These are the words which among you shall come, and make all 
the Lorp hath commanded, that ye jocus.2 that the Lorn hath commanded; «the 


tabernacle, his tent, and his covering, 
his taches, and his boards, his bars, his 
pillars, and his sockets, “*) the ark, and 


should do them. “Six days shall 
work be done, but on the seventh day 
there shall be to you }an holy day, a 
sabbath of rest to the Lorp: whosvever the staves thereof, with the mercy seat, 
doeth work therein shall be put to and the vail of the covering, ) the 
death. © Ye shall kindle no fire |ecne6s2 table, and his staves, and all his vessels, 
throughout your habitations upon the and the shewbread, ( the candlestick 


_ sabbath day. also for the light, and his furniture, 


() And Moses spake unto all the con- and his lamps, with the oil for the light, 
gregation of the children of Israel, say- (5)¢and the incense altar, and his 
ing, This is the thing which the Lorp staves, and the anointing oil, and the 


. commanded, saying, ©) Take ye from " ch. 8.1. sweet incense, and the hanging for the 


nt avail on his face.” | legislation. Kindling fire was in early times a hard 
piece of manual work, being effected by the friction of 
two pieces of dry wood. 


the nerma ! Tur PEoPLE INVITED TO OFFER THE MATERIALS 
ud spoke with God face to OF THE TABERNACLE, AND TO ASSIST IN THE 

face; (2) when he had a message to the people from Work. 

God, and spoke to them as God’s representative, he (4-9) And Moses spake.—This passage is the 

anthenticated his message by uncovering himself, and | sequence and counterpart of chap. xxv. 1—7, and follows 

allowing the glory of his face to he seen. Otherwise, | exactly the same order in the enuneration of the re- 

in his ordinary dealings with the people he went about | quired offerings. Both passages equally declare tho 


went Tabernacle 


veiled. sine qué. non of an acceptable offering to be “a willing 
XXXV. heart ” (chaps. xxv. 2, xxxv. 5). 

(0-19) And every wise hearted among you. 

ITERATION OF THE LAW CONCERNING THE —tThe first appeal is to all; all may contribute some- 

SABBATH. thing towards the materials of the sacred structure. 


(1-8) Moses, being about to require the people to But the second appeal is to some only. The “ wise- 
engage in the work, first, of constructing the materials hearted” alone can take part in the actual construction, 
for the Tabernacle, and then of uprearing the Taber- and “make all that the Lord hath commanded.” 
nacle itself, prefaced his requirements by a renewed | 0% the expression “wise-hearted,” sec Note on 
promulgation of the law of the Sabbath, with addi- chap. xxviii, 3. It ineludes skill of various kinds 
tional particularity, and with a new sanction. The and degrees. even that of poor women, who “ did spin 
necessity of such a re-promulgation had been indicated with their hands, and brought that which they had 
to him in the last injunctions received before his first | SPU. both of blue, and of purple, and of searlet, and 
descent from Sinai (chap. xxxi. 12—17), and in acting as of fine linen” (verse 25). In enumerating the things 
he now did, he must be viewed as carrying out those to be constructed, Moses follows, not the order of the 
injunctions. The words here put on record are pro- revelations made to him, but what may be called the 
bably not the whole that he said to the people on the natural order: first, the Tabernacle as a whole; then 
subject, but only some main points of his speech. He | it various parts (verse 11); after this, its contents— 
can scarcely have omitted to tell them that the Sabbath those of the Holy of Holies (verse 12), of the Holy Place 
was to be henceforth “a sign” between God aud His | (verses 13—15), and of the Court (verses 16—18); 
people (chap. xxxi. 17). finally, the dress to be worn by those who conducted the 

serviees (verse 19). On the Tabernacle and its parts. 

Q) These are the words.—Verse 2 is,inthe main, | see chap. xxvi. 1—37; on the Ark, the staves, and the 
a repetition of chap. xxxi. 15, but verse 3 is new, or, at | merey-seat. chap. xxv. 10—15; on the “veil of the 
any rate, only contained by implication in any previous | covering,” chap. xxvi. 31; on the table and the eandle- 
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EXODUS, XXXIV. Moses’ Face Shines, 


The Second Tables Given. 


(6) The first of the firstfruits of thy “« gh.gt ie: Dew.’ when he came down from the mount, 


lend thou shalt bring unto the house of , ~~ |that Moses wist not that the skin of 
the Lorn thy God. : this face shone while he talked with 
Thou shalt not seethe a « kid in his: ‘him. ©” And when Aaron and all the 
mother’s milk. Dig as children of Israel saw Moses, behold, 
=) Aml the Lorp said unto Moses, : the skin of his face shone; and the 
Write thou ‘these words: for after the ‘ ; were afraid to come nigh him. @) And 
tenor of these words I have made a! | Moses called unto them; and Aaron and 


all the rulers of the congregation re- 
turned unto him: and Moses talked 
with them. “! And afterward all the 
children of Israel came nigh: and he 
gave them in commandment all that 
the Lorp had spoken with him in 


covenant with thee and with Israel.'. 4... sce 

2) ¢ And he was there with the Lorn! # °  ” 

forty days and forty nights; he did | | 

neither eat bread, nor drink water. | 

And he wrote upon the tables the | 

words of the covenant, the ten } com- |! Heb.. words. 

mandments. | mount Sinai. ™) And till Moses had 
@*) And it came to pass, when Moses | done speaking with them, he put 4a 

came down from mount Sinai with the | vail on his face. @ But when Moses 

| 


two tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, ja 2cer. 2.15. went in before the Lorn to speak with 


and with Deut. x. 2,4. Thus the second tables are to 
be viewed as * written with the finger of God” no less 
than the first (chaps. xxxi. 18, xxxii. 16). 


(26) The first of the firstfruits.—Comp. chap. 
xuiii. 19. 

Thou shalt not seethe a kid.--See Note 3 on ! 
ae a oe : Tut Descent or Moses From Mount SINAI WITH 

2 rite thou these words.—-Heb., Write for | if sere he erat iene 
thee these words, i.e., put them in writing for thine own ' Z 
use and the use of thy people. This express command | (©) The skin of his face shone.—That an actual 
accounts for the assignment of so much space to what , physical phenomenon is intended appears from the 
is mainly repetition. The requirement of the repetition | entire narrative. as well as from St. Paul’s comment 
ean only be explained hy the importance of the laws | upon it jn 2 Cor. iii. 7—18. According to some com- 
Jaid down under the circumstances of the Hebrew : mentators, a radiance like that here deseribed was a 
nation, and the power of repetition to enforce upon the ! part of man’s original heritage, a feature of that “image 


eonscicnee what is pressed upon it by reiteration. ‘ of God” wherein he was created (Gen. i. 27). The 
After the tenor of these words.—The summary _ gift was forfeited by the fall, and will not be restored 
of positive laws contained in this chapter (verses 12— { generally until the time of tho restitution of all things. 


26) was not intended to supersede the “ Book of the : But meanwhile, from time to time, it pleases God to 
Covenant,” but rather to confirm and reinforce it. The . restore to certain of His saints the physical glory, 
covenant was renewed not upon these words only, but | which is the symbol of internal purity and holiness, as 
“after the tenor,” ie, after their general aspect or ' to Moses on this occasion and afterwards to Elijah on 
dearing. the mount of transfiguration (Luke ix. 31), and to St. 
(3) He was there with the Lord forty days ' Stephen when he pleaded before the Sanhedrin (Acts 
and forty nights.—As on his former ascent (chap. © vi. 15). A glory of the kind, but of surpassing bril- 
xxiv. 18). The long time is, at first sight. surprising. _ lianey, belonged to the human nature of our blessed 
since there were now no instructions to he given. But — Lord, who conecaled it ordinarily, but allowed it 
we learn from Deuteronomy (chap. ix. 18, 19) that it | to appear temporarily at the transfiguration, and per- 
was required for an earnest and prolonged intereession | manently after His ascension (Rev. i. 16, x. 1, xxi. 23, 
by Moses on behalf of his nation, which ultimately pre- ! xxii. 5). The grant of the privilege to Moses was 
vailed with God. and induced Him to put away His ° perhaps necessary to support his authority among 4 
“anger and hot displeasure.” people of such materialistic leanings as the Israelites. 
He did neither est bread, nor drink water.--_i—__ While ho talked -with—him.—Rather. through 
A similar fast had been kept on the previous oceasion - his talking with him. The brightness of Moses’ face 
(Deut. ix. 9), though it is not mentioned in Exodus. : was the reflex of that eternal glory which Moses had 
Fasts of this extraordinary duration are only recorded | heen given to witness on this last occasion, though ina 
of Moses. of Elijah (1 Kings xix. 8), and of our Lord : veiled and modified manner (chaps. xxxiii, 23, xxxiv. oy 
(Matt. iv. 2). They are absolutely miraculous, and — 6), and which he had not seen previously. It remained 
modern attempts to rival them are viewed by scientific | henceforth a property of his countenance. Painters 
men as deriving such apparent success as may have ' represent it by rays, or sometimes—but improperly— 
attended them from imposture. . by horns. this latter usage originating in a mistaken 
He wrote upon the tables.—It has been con- rendering of the Vulgate (quod cornuta esset facies 
eluded from this statement that Moses engraved the sua. instead of quod splenderet facies sua). 
words upon the seeond tables; and the passage. if it (0) They were a raid.—The supernatural appear- 
stood alone, would certainly admit, and, indeed, natu- ance terrified them. Compare the feelings of Fizekiel 
rally suggest, this meaning. But the Hebrew idiom (Ezek. i. 18) and St. John (Rev. i. 17). 
allows us to regard Jehovah as the nominative to the (33) Till Moses had done speaking with them, 
verb © wrote; ” and it is necessary so to do in order to he put a vail on his face.—This translation exactly 
bring the passage into agreement with chap, xxxiv. 1. inverts the meaning, which is that “when Moses hi 
320 


A ont Sutatioenmnnateietanmectlipniemnenn tent 


